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Chinese Phonetic Transcription (Pinyin)

1. Formula for the Chinese Phonetic Transcription (Pinyin).

bpmf dtnl
initials gkh ] g %
zh ch sh r Z 68
simple finals a o e I u u
compound ail ou el ia ua ue
finals ao e uo
1ao uai
finals [e1F] ue|
nasal an ong en ian uan uan
compound | ang eng [y uen un
finals Kang uang
ing ueng
iong
2. Tones, 3. A Chinese syllable is made up of initials, finals

and a tone. For example:

first tone (55) 5 second tone (35)
4 f a e
third tone (214) initials finals tones | syllables
K] i W n
2 ao W !"I&EI

I fourth tone (51)




4. A difference in tone means a difference in meaning.

qi (1o ride) ql (get up)



Unit One

School, Classmates and Teachers

Look and Say

Ni hao, wo shi
Wang Jiaming,

"J_,.H"-'-'_'_ s
‘L\H:':.IE'}:IE, zaipan, )

e




iR 4F

ni

hao

Wang Jiaming, a freshman, is meeting his classmate for the first time.

¥R {RiF)
I RIF
£ K EEH,
KB &KL

o

Jidming: Mi hao.
Dawei: Nihao.
Jiaming: Wo pao Wang kaming,

Dawei: Wé jao Dawei

MNew words
1.4 ni (pron.)
T

2.8 hao (adj.)

3. wo (pron)
4.0 jao (v.)

you
goodd
I; me

call; name

Proper nouns
F#aH Wang Jaming

Wang Jiaming

I » % T Dawei David




Read, then practice with a partner.

R Wanshang hae, Bob,

On your own: Completc the following dialogues.

A Ni hEICu WO Emma Williams. A Zﬁﬁﬁhﬂng hﬁﬂ. Baob.

B: ; Alice Hams, B; . Charlie,

Class activity

Do you have a Chinese name? If you don’t, choose one for yourself. If vou do, write it on the
blackboard and tell us what does it mean.

: commaon boy's names > | 4 omman girl's names

- % family f§ great % army -+ % beautiful 3% fragrant # fair, kind
- Wl jan =t mE Fang shi and gentle
- B bright ¢ light ¥l victorious -+ - % cloud f#§ plum ) graceful

* ming guang kai = e pean

0 Gloasd mornbig.
(2 Gousd e vening



1. Read the following sounds.

initials finals tones syllables i
uo v WO j

| Iao . jlao wo pao i

uang - wiang

| e} . i |

m Ing - ming wang jaming |

d a ~ da H

ue . wel da wg

= = e

2. Rules of the Chinese Phonetic Transcription (Pinyin).

(1) Special syllables

syllables that contain | _ T
liaison of the initial zi ci si zhi chi shini
and the final
G syllables without Y1 (1) WU (-U) Wu (-u)
;ﬂm initials (zero initials) | ye (-ie) wa(-ua) | yun (-in)
yin (<in} wai (=uai) yue (-ue)
ying (-ing) wel (-uel) yuan (-uan)
Wo (=u0) '
wang (-uang)
weng (-ueng)
e e P =
{2) Tone sandhi
original tones actual tones i
ni hdo When two characters of the third tone are joined together, the

ni + hao

first one is pronounced with a second tone.




¥ Can you sing it?

The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet Song

fﬁﬁ—‘i T — — - o

T =
bo pomo fo de te ne le gekehe jig xi zcs =«

3 : = E ,:j ¢« ¢ 4 .  ——
zi ¢ s zhi chi shi zi e si r zhi chi sh

- -

@. ] L ——— T ﬂ
a e 1 U u wo mendou lai  xue pin yin.

7 Chinese characters

between each line of characters?

H—\

X

i LA

e

.
ik

¥

pA

-

P

Here are some examples of different kinds of Chinese characters. Can you spot the difference



HEIF. B FM4F) Lin laoshi: Tangxuemen hao!
Bl #f. £IF4F) Tongxuemen: Laoshi hao!

AREI. B FMHF M)  Linlaoshi: Tongxuémen zaijan:
Bl #EIFH/ L] Tongxuémen: Linlaoshi zaijpan:







