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Welcome to New Practical Chinese Reader!

This textbook features several imaginary characters to
make your Chinese learning expenience more enjoyable:
international students Ding Libo, Lin Na, and Ma Dawei;
Chinese teachers Mr. Yang, Ms. Chen, and Professor Zhang;
Chinese students Song Hua, and Wang Xiaoyun; and
Chinese reporter Lu Yuping. They, together with the help of
your instructor, will act as tour guides for your adventure,
guiding you and your classmates into the fascinating world
of Chinese, the language with the largest number of
speakers in the world today. Now let's pet to know our

companions for this journey:
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Introduction to Main Characters in the Text
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T 71 # Ding Libd

A Canadian student,
aged 21, male.

Gubo is his father;
Ding Yun is his mother.
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FoAe Séng Hud
A Chinese student,
aged 20, male,
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FE & 9F Chén Idoshi
A Chinese teacher,

aged 30, female.
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KA M Dawei

An American student,
aged 22, male.

X = Wang Xidoyun

A Chinese student,
aged 20, female.
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48 Zhang jioshdu

A Chinese professor,
aged 48, male.
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FHA Lin N

A British student,
aged 19, female.

FE < LU Yiping
A Chinese reporter,
aged 26, male,
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HAEMN Yong ldoshi

A Chinese teacher,

aged 32, male.



This lesson begins by intreducing some sounds unique
to the Chinese language, including tones. The Chinese writ-
ing system dates back more than four thousand years, and i
is especially intriguing to see how Chinese characters devel-
oped  since  their basically pictographic origins in  anciemt
China. By the end of the lesson, you will know eleven Chi-
nese characters and be able 10 express some everyday greet-
ings in Chinese,

$—IR Lesson 1) NI héo

LU Yiping: Libd, ni hao.®
& @, Ak R 3

Libd. Ni hdo, LO YOping.
77 R 5 i *F, B ®FE.




g =1 New Words

Lib6: Lin Na, nf hdo ma? @
Ak Ak W, 4R AT eg?
Lin Na: W& h&n hdo, nl ne? @
oW, &R B, 1RoRy
Lib6: Y& hén h&o.®

ik 4 R AF.




E:_niﬁ MW W hl'l.le-

1. ma QF L (interrogative particle for question expecting
yes-no answer)

2. wi Pr :ﬁ, I; me

3. hén Adv ik very

4. ne MdPt % (a modal particle used for elliptical questions)

5. yé& Ady A, too; also

6. Lin N& PN AW (name of a British student)

SERR Notes

1) NT hao.
“Hella!™, “How do vou do?™
This is the most common form of grecling in Chinese. It can be used at any time of

day when meeting people for the first time or for people you already know. The response to
this greeting form is also “{REF"(“NT hdo").

2 NI hdo ma?
“How are you?"

III“']'l'il"i i!i J.l.i"."'-'l.l 41 r[lrtll ﬂf E“'.{:'ti"g. {:III{.‘n 1|'."|-("'|'1 El:rll'!r :r'l'H.l I'LFI".I'I’ ol Seen  Sormecrnes :Fﬂl' HOoImye
ume, and the response is usually “FRIRE"("WE hén hdo™) or other similar formulae.

3 Ni ne?

“And (how are) you?"

1 ¥é héen hdo.

“(1 am) fine (literally, very good), too.”

This is an elliptical sentence, with the subject “J8"(W0) omitted. In spoken Chinese,
when the context is explicit and there is no ambiguity, the subject is often omitted. One
may also say “fRE"("Hén hdo") to answer the question “f#RiFNG? "(*NI hdo ma? ").

‘E#‘E?j 1'I'1J|I|,Jlli'i.||_i[]r'| I]fill"'

pifg Initialss b p m n | h
#91 Finals: o o e i u ¥
ao en ie in ing uo

1] Swdents are required to moaster the choracters of the purple new words in this lesson,



1. $# ¥ Spelling

ale bo 1] o]V
pa po pi pu
mao mo mi mu
né ndo nie
& IGo lié [¥s)
hé hao hud
2. A The four tones
a a & &
ni ni ni al
hao hao hao hao
I Ii 1] li
bd bo bd bd
lin lin i lin
na na na na
I IG I [¥
v yu v yu
ping ping
WO WO W
hén hén hen
ye ye ve ye
3. ¥ Sound discrimination
ba —— pa nd —— na
(eight) (female)
bing —— bin pié@ —— bié
(ice) (left-falling strokes)
4. ¥ Tone discrimination
mi —— mda mi —— md
{ horse ) { maom ) { wood )
yé —— yé |l ||
{also) {might ) (strength}  (in}
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bin bing

pin ping

ni hdo

Lib&

Lin N&

LG YUping

wO hén hdo
y& hén hao

wld —— hO
(five) {tiger)
hud —— wod
{fire) i1

yi  —
{ o )

méen —— men
i dlowor






